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CASSP is a network of concerned people who are committed to 
protecting California’s rich cultural heritage. The program re-
cruits, trains, and supports volunteers to regularly visit and report 
on assigned sites on public lands.

Site stewards report changes in site conditions, especially 
damage from visitors or natural events, so that problems can be 
treated before they become more serious. Site stewards are super-
vised by the local BLM, USFS, NPS, or California State Parks 
archaeologist.

In order to become a site steward, CASSP volunteers attend a 
two-day training workshop and sign a confidentiality agreement 
concerning sensitive site location information.

In 1999, the BLM California State Office and the SCA initi-
ated CASSP as a demonstration program to train volunteers at 
Ridgecrest and El Centro to assist BLM archaeologists in watch-
ing sites that may be impacted by recreational uses. In 2000, 
another workshop was held in Bishop. 

Financial support from the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation Division of California State Parks began in 2001, and 
CASSP expanded to more BLM Field Offices, and to US Forest 
Service Ranger Districts. In 2002, the SCA received the Gover-
nor’s Historic Preservation Award for CASSP. 

(continued on page 2)
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The first volunteer training workshop was held in May, 1999, at the Maturango 
Museum by the BLM Ridgecrest Field Office. This photo from that workshop shows 
Judyth Reed, BLM archaeologist, reviewing local archaeology for the participants. 
To our surprise, over 25 people attended that first one-day session. By the end, 
the presenters were exhausted, but the new site stewards were energetic and 
enthusiastic—our first indication that CASSP would grow far beyond our initial 
expectations.

Public review and comment period for 
CASSP grant application
The main source of funding for CASSP workshops and volunteer 
support are grants sponsored by the California State Office of the 
Bureau of Land Management to the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation (OHMVR) can invited to review draft grant applica-
tions on-line, through the OHMVR web site. 

All draft grant applications, including the one for CASSP, 
were submitted on March 2, 2009. The public review and com-
ment period for OHMVR grants ends on April 6, 2009. 

The public is invited to review the draft applications. Your 
comments are very important to the BLM and to the OHMVR 
Division. Your comments help determine how a limited amount 
of funds will be distributed among competing programs.

View the applications by going to the OHMVR Grants 
and Cooperative Agreements Program web page at 
<http://134.186.25.134/user/home.aspx>. Click on “Public 
Review Instructions” at the left and follow the directions. The 
CASSP grant application is found under “Agency: BLM - Cali-
fornia State Office” (click the “plus sign” on the right for the pull 
down menu). The grant is number G08-01-07-S01, “Education 
and Safety” (click the “paper clip” on the right to view). The 
CASSP grant is a 12-page PDF.

After review, send comments in an e-mail message addressed 
to Jim Keeler of the BLM (james_keeler@ca.blm.gov) and cop-
ied to OHMVR Division (OHVinfo@parks.ca.gov).

A link to the CASSP draft grant application PDF also appears 
on the first page of the CASSP web site, <www.cassp.org> .
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TEN YEARS OF CASSP

CASSP AT HOLLISTER

Ten year anniversary of CASSP
(continued from page 1)

At the 2009 annual meeting of the SCA in Modesto, the tenth 
anniversary was celebrated with a display of posters that show 
volunteer site stewards at work all over the State. At the end of 
the meetings, the posters were distributed to the teams of volun-
teers that they represent. 

You can view some of the photos presented in the posters by 
looking at the following pages of this newsletter. The CASSP vol-
unteers in these photos are making visits to their assigned sites, 
and a lot more. Site stewards also have helped record new sites, 
update previous site records, repair damage to site areas, recover 
and record historic artifacts from previously excavated soils, cre-
ate site maps, and even help some paleontologists salvage fossils 
from a fossil locality that was disturbed by a new power line.

The photos show people of all ages and backgrounds and 
interests. One consistent element is that people are enjoying 
themselves as they work to preserve sites. 
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Active CASSP volunteers and 
supporters who attended the 
SCA annual meeting in Modesto 
received 10-year pins based on 
the design above. If you are a 
site steward who did not attend 
the meetings, please contact 
your coordinating archaeologist 
for your pin. If you wish to 
make a donation to the SCA in 
support of CASSP, please contact 
Beth Padon (562-431-0300, 
bpadon@discoveryworks.com)

In ten years, more than 40 training workshops have been held 
all over the State, and over 700 people have participated. Cur-
rently, about 125 active site stewards watch almost 200 archaeo-
logical sites and districts. Thanks to all of you for making CASSP 
a success.   ◊

At the BLM Hollister Field Office, CASSP volunteers have worked with archaeologist 
Erik Zaborsky to update site records. The site stewards for CA-FRE-2244, pictured 
above at their site, are enthusiastic, dedicated, and skilled.

This rock art site is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Site stewards 
Rodger Tiffen, Ron Wilcher, and Ray Iddings have recorded new features at the site, 
including bedrock mortars and a large concentration of lithic materials. They have 
made repeated visits at solstice and equinox events, and it appears that rock art at 
the site may serve as a calendar. 

In the 2007 issue of the CASSPnewsletter, Ray Iddings described his observations 
of the primary petroglyph panel during the autumnal equinox. “I arrived at the 
site the day before to gather additional information. I had been working there for 
several hours and was about to return to camp when I noticed that sunlight was 
beginning to glisten through the rock’s main fracture from the end opposite the 
panel. I waited to see what might happen as the fracture slowly aligned to the sun’s 
position. My patience was soon rewarded with the privilege of witnessing a small 
flicker of light, shaped somewhat like a flame, appear on the ground in front of the 
glyph panel and slowly move away from the panel, pointing precisely toward the 
summer solstice sunrise point. I was awestruck at witnessing this event because 
I realized that it was last seen several hundred years before by one of our Native 
forebears.”

Site Stewardship, BLM Hollister Field Office
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CALENDAR

Training workshops 
scheduled 

Locations of CASSP workshops for new volunteers and for advanced training, 1999-2009. 

Volunteer workshop
BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, 1999, 2001

Volunteer workshop
California State Parks, San Luis Obispo, 2003

Volunteer workshop
BLM Barstow Field Office 
and Mojave National Preserve, 
2002, 2004, 2007, 2008

Volunteer workshop at Mineatta Mine
BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, 2002

Volunteer workshop
BLM Folsom Field Office, 2003

Volunteer workshop at Colusa
BLM Ukiah Field Office, 2002

Volunteer workshop
California State Parks, Oroville, 2001, 2003

Volunteer workshop at Pt. Reyes
BLM Ukiah Field Office, 2003

Volunteer workshop at Carnegie SVRA
BLM State Office, 2003

Volunteer workshop
BLM Bishop Field Office, 2001, 2003, 2005

Volunteer workshop
BLM Hollister Field Office, 2002, 2004, 2008

Volunteer workshop
California State Parks,
Anza Borrego, 2003, 2008 Volunteer workshop

BLM El Centro Field Office, 
1999, 2002, 2008

Volunteer workshop
San Bernardino National Forest, 2005

Volunteer workshop 
Sequoia National Forest, 
2006

Volunteer workshop
BLM Palm Springs Field Office, 
2002, 2006

Volunteer workshop
Angeles National Forest, 2008

Volunteer workshop 
California State Parks, 
Los Angeles, 2008, 2009

Volunteer workshop 
California State Parks,
Crescent City, 2008

Volunteer workshop
Plumas National Forest, 2008

Volunteer workshop
BLM Redding Field Office, 2001

Volunteer workshop
California State Parks, Tehachapi, 2001

Volunteer workshop
BLM Alturas Field Office and
Surprise Field Office, 2002

Advanced workshop
BLM Ridgecrest Field Office, 2003, 2005

Advanced workshop
BLM Bishop Field Office, 2002

Advanced workshop at Rumsey
BLM Ukiah Field Office, 2003

Advanced workshop
Presidio of San Francisco, 
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007

Volunteers at Carnegie SVRA
BLM State Office, 2004, 2006

Advanced workshop
BLM Hollister Field Office, 2008

Advanced workshop, BLM Barstow Field Office, 2008

Advanced workshop
Riverside, 2004

Volunteer workshop
Death Valley National Park,
2009

Volunteer workshop
California State Parks, Ocotillo 
Wells SVRA, 2009

A training workshop for new site stewards 
will be offered March 28-29 at the 
Timbisha Community Center, Furnace 
Creek, Death Valley National Park. Leah 
Bonstead is the archaeologist at Death 
Valley; Jim Shearer and David Lee, from 
the BLM field offices in Barstow and 
Bishop respectively, also will participate.

Another training workshop will be of-
fered on April 25-26 at the offices of the 
Ocotillo Wells State Vehicular Recreation 
Area. Jennifer Parker is the archaeologist 
at Ocotillo Wells.

Workshops start with a Saturday class-
room session, which run from 9:00 am to 
about 4:00 pm. On Sunday, we train in the 
field at nearby archaeological or historical 
sites. The Sunday sessions start at 9:00 am 
and finish by early afternoon. In order to 
participate in the field trip portion of the 
workshop, you must attend the Saturday 
session and sign the confidentiality forms.

New site stewards make the first visit to 
their assigned sites with the archaeologist. 

Registration is required, and the 
workshop fee is $25 per person, which is 
collected at the door. A training notebook 
and lunch on Saturday is provided. Please 
bring your own lunch or snacks for the 
Sunday field trip.

CASSP volunteers from previous 
workshops are encouraged to attend to 
refresh their training and to talk with the 
new volunteers. If you attended a previous 
workshop, then the $25 fee is waived, but 
you still need to register.

Space is limited to 25 participants, and 
recent workshops have been filled. Please 
register at least one week in advance, by 
sending your name and contact informa-
tion to Beth Padon at (562) 431-0300, 
e-mail: bpadon@discoveryworks.com.

Other initial training workshops and 
advanced workshops will be offered 
later in the year. For the latest schedule 
of upcoming workshops, please visit the 
CASSP web site at <www.cassp.org>. ◊

WORKSHOPS

CASSP volunteer training workshops are 
usually scheduled on weekends. The class-
room session on Saturday begins at 9:00 
am, and ends about 4:30 pm. The agenda 
includes:
• discussion about CASSP and what it 
takes to be a site steward,
• an overview of the region’s prehistory 
and natural resources,
• Native American perspectives,
• a review of the Archeological Resource 
Protection Act and other laws,
• discussions and small-group role-playing 
exercises for dealing with the public.

By the end of Saturday, workshop 
participants who want to become CASSP 
volunteers sign a confidentiality agree-

ment concerning site locations and commit 
to making regular site visits. 

On the Sunday field trip, participants 
learn about checking on a site and com-
pleting the two-page report of their visit. 
The field trip begins at 9:00 am; it usually 
ends by early afternoon.

After the volunteer training workshop, 
new site stewards receive their site as-
signment and background documentation. 
Usually, the coordinating archaeologist ac-
companies site stewards on their first visit 
to their sites. Site stewards usually make 
monthly visits. Heavily impacted sites that 
need more frequent visits may be assigned 
to several site stewards. Other sites are 
visited less often. ◊

Training workshops content
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CASSP AT OROVILLE

Site Stewardship, Lake Oroville State Recreation Area

Recently, CASSP volunteers assisted the agency archaeologist at Anderson Marsh 
State Historic Park. 

This park is located on the southeast shore of Clear Lake. It contains oak wood-
lands, grass-covered hills, tule marsh, and some of the oldest recorded archaeologi-
cal sites in California. The Southeastern Pomo continue to live in this area.

Twenty-five years ago, Paul Peterson placed seven brass hubs to mark 
archaeological features in the park. In order to make this data accessible in a GIS 
database, State Parks archaeologist, Leslie Steidl, Mr. Peterson, and two CASSP 
volunteers, Bruce Steidl and George Brown, re-located all of the hubs, using a 
compass, measuring tape, and metal detectors. 

Their hard work verified the earlier data and provided updated measurements to 
help protect these sites.

Maidu members and CASSP volunteers, Patsy 
Seek and Brandy Doering, helped the State Parks 
archaeologist to document and backfill looter pits at a 
prehistoric shell midden near the Upper Feather River. 
These women also took their concerns to appropriate 
State personnel and they were able to get a gate 
placed on the road to the site. Additional evaluations 
will be conducted and the site will be covered with 
brush.

CASSP volunteers have helped Leslie Steidl, State Parks 
archaeologist, protect sites at the Lake Oroville State 
Recreation Area (LOSRA) since 2001.

Looting of archaeological sites in the Craig area 
stopped when site stewards began to regularly 
walk its dirt roads and monitor the archaeological 
sites. Pictured here are CASSP volunteers Ed Greene, 
Paulette Shelby, and Bruce Steidl.

Agency archaeologists, site stewards, and State Park 
rangers met near a vulnerable archaeological site in 
the fluctuation zone of Lake Oroville. Because lake 
levels are low and vehicles can drive in this area, site 
stewards will document recreational use and record 
any damage to archaeology sites.
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Site Stewardship, Angeles District, California State Parks

Workshop field trip at Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park, April 2008.

CASSP AT LOS ANGELES

A series of photos showing erosion at CA-LAN-52. 
Photos taken in August 2008 (top), October 2008 
(middle), and January 2009 (bottom).

CA-LAN-52 is assigned to site stewards Judy Santos 
and Jackie Zak, who took the erosion photos.

State Parks archaeologist, Barbara Tejada, at the volunteer training workshop held at the historic 
Chatsworth railroad station, January 2009.
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Jim Shearer, BLM Barstow Field Office archaeologist, shows damage to a rock art 
panel at Inscription Canyon. 

CASSP AT BARSTOW

Site stewardship field class session at an historic site in the Mojave, October 2008. 

CASSP advanced workshop in site sketch mapping, Mojave Desert, October 2008. 

Rock art at Inscription Canyon, north of Barstow. 

Site stewardship field class session, Mojave Desert, January, 2007. 

Participants in the advanced workshop in site sketch mapping, October 2008. 

Site Stewardship, BLM Barstow Field Office
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Site Stewardship, BLM Palm Springs-South Coast Field Office

TEN YEARS OF CASSP

Suzanne and Jon McBride regularly patrol the sites 
around Corn Springs and also interact with the public 
at the campground—educating people about the 
fragile nature of both Corn Springs’ rock art and 
desert habitat. Jon completed a full photographic 
documentation of the petroglyphs and of modern 
vandalism. This allows us to know definitively if any 
new damage has occurred. Suzanne and Jon have 
also participated as “guides” in public tours of Corn 
Springs.

Spencer Berman was assigned an area rather than a 
single specific site. Spencer takes week-long tours of 
his stewardship assignment and reaches remote loca-
tions that are rarely visited by agency personnel. His  
include identifying several new prehistoric features 
(including grinding slicks) and mapping a rapidly 
disappearing prehistoric trail. 

Dorothy DeGennaro and Tom Haworth do double 
duty: acting as volunteer docents at BLM’s Big 
Morongo Preserve while monitoring nearby 
archaeology sites. They’ve also monitored clean-up 
projects in Big Morongo to ensure that enthusiastic 
volunteers didn’t remove pieces of the Preserve’s 
history. Lately Tom and Dorothy have agreed to 
expand their stewardship to sites within Joshua Tree 
National Park.

Ginger Ridgway and Sue Myers patrol a large area 
of sand dunes, mesquite, and palms that was once a 
Cahuilla village. Sue has completed extensive research 
on the area and the trails that once connected it to 
other Cahuilla habitation areas. The site has not been 
thoroughly mapped, so Sue and Ginger record loca-
tions of artifacts and features to help complete the 
site record. The primary threat to the site comes from 
illegal OHV riding, so another facet of stewardship 
at Willow Hole is to report breaks in the fences and 
identify the OHV access routes.

CASSP stewards for BLM’s Palm Springs-South Coast 
Field Office are a diverse group and do much more 
than monitor sites. Bruce and Penny Tappeiner 
monitor an area rather than a specific site and their 
routine includes picking up trash and checking 
wilderness boundaries. During their first visit to Red 
Cloud Canyon they discovered that portions of a 
historic building had been damaged by fire. They 
helped restore the burned out window and door 
frames and reconstruct the surrounding stone walls. 
Recently they recruited a new steward and all three 
have been exploring the area—locating a mining 
site and intact arrastra that had not been previously 
recorded.

Last fall many of the Palm Springs-South Coast CASSP 
team participated in the advanced site mapping class 
held in Barstow. It was a great opportunity for the 
group to get together, meet other site stewards, and 
share stories. They also learned skills that will help 
them record new sites and upgrade site forms for their 
existing sites. They may even find themselves trailing 
along with me conducting field survey for the PSSC 
field office—yet another way for the Palm Springs’ 
office to benefit from our relationship with CASSP!
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CASSPnewsletter
CASSPnewsletter is a publication of the Society for California 
Archaeology (SCA), Site Stewardship Committee. Newsletter editors are 
Beth Padon and Chris Padon. The President of the Society for California 
Archaeology is Mark Allen. 

Submissions
We welcome submissions to the Newsletter; however, articles may be 
edited for length and content, and all submitted materials become 
property of the Society for California Archaeology. 

Subscriptions
The newsletter is provided at no cost to CASSP volunteers and other 
interested parties. To receive the newsletter by mail, or by e-mail in 
Adobe Acrobat Reader PDF format, or to submit items for publication, 
please contact:
CASSP Newsletter
c/o Discovery Works, Inc.
10591 Bloomfield Street
Los Alamitos, CA 90720
(562) 431-0300 
or send an e-mail message to bpadon@discoveryworks.com. 
Submissions may be edited for content or space.

The opinions, commentary, and articles appearing in this Newsletter 
represent the views of the authors, and not necessarily those of the 
SCA, the SCA Executive Board, or any CASSP sponsors and participants.

BACK PAGE

California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program
c/o Discovery Works, Inc.
10591 Bloomfield Street
Los Alamitos, CA 90720

Over 600 copies of this newsletter are sent to CASSP partici-
pants, supporters, and other interested parties. While we hope 
that all of you are pleased to receive the newsletter, we do know 
that people’s interests change. If you no longer wish to receive a 
printed copy of the newsletter, please contact Beth Padon at 562-
431-0300 or bpadon@discoveryworks.com, and we will remove 
your name from the mailing list. Also, please contact us if you 
are reading someone else’s copy, and wish to add your name to 
the mailing list. There is no cost, and we do not share the news-
letter subscription list.

CASSP volunteers 
Bonita McGrath 
and Kate Douglass 
(seated) distrib-
uted site steward-
ship information 
at the 2006 SCA 
annual meeting in 
Ventura.


